
As I was pondering the challenges and opportunities before us in the coming year, I found the 
words of a hymn while thumbing through the pages of a worship resource book. The text’s images 
invited me to enter for a moment the hymn writer’s imagination.  I wondered what it would look like 
if we took to heart the message embodied in the verses. I dare to believe that the health and vi-
brancy of our congregational ministry would flourish if we would intentionally seek to live into the 
vision of this hymn.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Fred Kaan, The Only Earth We Know: Hymn Texts 
quoted in Resources for Preaching and Worship, Year A) 

 
I invite you to contemplate one of my favorite quotes from Dietrich Bonhoeffer. It is a statement 
that I return to again and again as I ponder the church’s call. 
 

“In a Christian community, everything depends upon whether each individual is an indispensable 
link in a chain. Only when even the smallest link is securely interlocked is the chain unbreakable. A 
community which allows unemployed members to exist within it will perish because of them. It will 
be well, therefore, if every member receives a definite task to perform for the community, that he 
may know in hours of doubt that he, too, is not useless and unusable. Every Christian community 
must realize that not only do the weak need the strong, but also that the strong cannot exist with-
out the weak. The elimination of the weak is the death of the fellowship.” (Life Together, 94) 

 
I hope you will join me in an effort to prayerfully and intentionally live into Kaan and Bonhoeffer’s 
vision of Christian community as we journey together in our shared ministry. 
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The church is like a table, 
a table that is round. 
It has no sides or corners, 
no first or last, no honors; 
here people are in one-ness 
and love together bound. 
 

The church is like a table 
set in an open house; 
no protocol for seating, 
a symbol of inviting, 
of sharing, drinking, eating; 
an end to ‘them’ and ‘us’. 

The church is like a table, 
a table for a feast 
to celebrate the healing 
of all excluded-feeling, 
(while Christ is serving, kneeling, 
a towel around his waist). 
 

The church is like a table 
where every head is crowned. 
As guests of God created, 
all are to each related; 
the whole world is awaited 
to make the circle round. 
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XYZ Planning Committee Hard at Work 

Tuesday, February 24. We meet at 
8:30am in the lower level of the 
SERRV building in New Windsor. 
Please RSVP your attendance to 
the church office by noon Friday, 
February 20, so you will get a free  
delicious hot meal. Generally we’re 

finished by 3:30pm 
 
Program ideas are always  

welcomed, so if you have a  

suggestion, please see one of the 

committee members: Bill Achor, 

Barbara Groff, Lydia Ibex, Chuck 

On Tuesday, February 17 plan to 
attend our love-themed XYZ  
luncheon. Due to snow, we  
canceled our planning meeting so 
at this writing, program plans are 
still being developed. Rest  
assured, however, you will be  
offered a delicious meal and an 
enjoyable program. Lunch is 
served at 12:30pm and the pro-
gram will follow.  RSVP your  
attendance to the church office 

by noon Friday, February 13.  

 
And don’t forget our volunteer  
service opportunity at SERRV on 

Leadership Team (Healthy, Wholesome, & Vibrant)  

On January 10, 2015, the Leadership Team met at the church for the annual retreat.  After conducting routine business, 
each ministry team attending gave a brief report of 2014 activities and 2015 goals.   
 

The Leadership Team received three proposals for consideration. 
 

1. Bill Weaver gave a proposal from the Publicity Work Group regarding replacing/upgrading current signs.  A decision 
      was made to table this proposal until questions posed regarding permits could be answered.  If these questions are  
      resolved in time, this proposal will be placed on the March meeting agenda. 
 

2.  Feedback from Vital Ministry Groups expressed interest in additional Bible Study opportunities which could also be 
      structured to include shut-ins.  It was decided that this request should be submitted to the Education Team and  
      Deacons. 
 

3. A proposal was made by Cinda Showalter, chair of the lower level renovation work group.  This item was also tabled 
      until a more thorough assessment can be made regarding the need for additional mold remediation in the conference 
      room. 
 

All of three of these proposals signal the desire to keep our fellowship vibrant and our church physically maintained.   
 

In the upcoming months, the congregation will be invited to participate in discussions about returning to one Sunday  
worship and same sex unions.  
 

These will likely be more difficult subjects for us to consider.  We live in a diverse and discordant culture.  Civility has  
become the exception, not the rule.  Rudeness is not only tolerated, but it is sometimes applauded.  This condition  
permeates politics, news, and entertainment, and encroaches into every area of community, including church and family. 
 

As we prepare ourselves for what may be difficult conversations, let our words and actions pursue a path for peace and 
respect.                        ~Marilyn Ebaugh 
                   Leadership Chair 
 

“Aim for perfection, listen to My appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.  

Izard, Dorothy LeFevre, Dorothy 

Saville, or Mark Woodworth. 

~Cinda Showalter 

 XYZ Committee Chair 
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club News 

Attention booklovers!  The next book club meeting will be held at Linda Ibex's home on March 12. We will 
discuss "Nothing To Do But Stay" by Carrie Young. If you want to read ahead our book for May 21 will be 
"The Other Typist" by Suzanne Rindell. Barb Darsh will be our hostess. Come and join us for a night of con-
versation and fellowship.                                      ~ Thank you, Mary Honeman 
 

It’s already time to think about the Disaster Auction and with that said, please consider a “Patron 
Ad”.  The money for all Patron Ads is due by Friday, February 20 to give us time to send in the form 
by the February 27 deadline.  Please drop your check in the offering plate or by the church office on 
or before February 20.  Stay tuned for additional information. 

 
“Each of us as human beings has a responsibility to reach out to help our brothers and sisters affected by disasters.  

One day it may be us or our loved ones needing someone to reach out and help."   
~Michael W. Hawkins, American Red Cross  

 
Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction needs YOUR help!  Do you have a special item of high value that you would be 
willing to donate to the Disaster Auction on May 2, 2015 such as:  antiques, valuable crafts, framed artwork, fine woodwork-
ing, gift baskets or collectible toys.  If you do, please call John at 410-635-6342 or Jeff at 410-775-2976.  You can also 
send or email a photo with the description to 24 Hilltop Lane, South Elgin, Il  60177/auctionbooklet@comcast.net.  If you 
contact one of them by February 27, your donation will be published in the booklet! 

Witness 

There are a variety of opportunities for volunteers at Habitat for Humanity as they finish 
the work on several townhouses in Westminster.    A list of the many tasks still needed 
will be in the library.  If you are interested, please be in touch with Ms. Laverdiere at 
Habitat for Humanity of Carroll County, (410)751-7722  You will need to submit an  

application prior to being scheduled.   Applications are also available in the library.  
 

 “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  
Philippians 2:4 

Habitat for Humanity 
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Fellowship/Hospitality 

Sunday, February 1 
(First Sunday) 

            11:30am: Souper Bowl 
(Fellowship Hall for a delicious sampling of soups) 

 

Wednesday, February 4 
C.A.N. 

   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Barbara Darsch  
                          & Nan Sanders 
   6:15-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 
    

Wednesday, February 11 
C.A.N. 

    5:00-6:00pm:  Meal prepared by Judy England 
                           & Joyce Muller 
    6:15-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 

 
 
 

Sunday, February 15 
            9:30am  Koinonia between morning services 

 
Wednesday, February 18 

C.A.N. 
   5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Dot Saville, Lydia Ibex 
                          & Linda Ibex 
   6:15-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 
 

Wednesday, February 25 
C.A.N. 

            5:00-6:00pm:  Meal Prepared by Mark Woodworth  
                                   & Jeanne Dussault 
            6:15-7:30pm:  Bible Study with Pastor Glenn 
                           will explore the Gospel of Matthew.  
                           We will meet in the Conference Room. 
 
 

Please make reservations for CAN the Tuesday before the meal 
 so our cooks know how many will attend. 

Poetry Corner 

  Oh, what sweet  
communion 

In God's only Son;   
 

Loving Christian 
 fellowship- 

Hearts united as one;   
 

Joined together in Christ, 
Free from the state  

of sin, 
Adoring the King of kings- 
Our very closest Friend.   

 

One common purpose, 
And one single goal- 
To glorify our Savior 

Till heavens gates 
 unfold. 

Lord, thank You for Chris-
tian Fellowship 

Uniting our hearts in love;    
 

We pray You'd keep us ever 
close, 

Till we reach our home 
above.   

 
 

 "...if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, 

we have fellowship one with 
another, 

and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son 

cleanseth us from all sin." 
(I John 1:7) 

  ~Connie Campbell Bratcher 

There are so many talented artists in this congregation, the 
Fellowship and Hospitality Ministry Team would like to 
showcase “your” work.  Please consider allowing the  
committee to hang or display your hobby or craft in the  
Fellowship Hall for the month of April.  Presentations for 
display would be gathered the second week in March 
(Wednesday, March 11) and housed before the exhibit 
opens in April.  (See Linda Witter or Norma Jean Swam for 

specific details) 
 

“Art is the only way to run away without leaving home”  
~Twyla Tharp 

Artistic Endeavors 

 

Mosaics 

Watercolor 
Paintings 

Photography Needlework 

Poetry 
Woodworking/

Furniture 

 Restoration 

Writing 
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I wish you could have seen in person the expressions on their faces when the eight children who attend our Head Start pro-
gram received their Snuggle Time Backpacks (backpack, blanket, books & stuffed animal) for Christmas as part of our 

Angel Tree effort (blocks were donated for them from the Westminster Boys & Girls Club).  I think these pictures say it all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the children…thank you for your support of this initiative!!! 
         ~Nancy McCrickard 

 
 
 

Thoughts from our Community Spirit Coordinator 
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Peace Notes  

 
One of my favorite writers is Frederick Buechner, a Presbyterian minister who lives in Ver-
mont about ten miles from where both our children live.  I was first introduced to his work 
by our older daughter Kathleen.  This month I quote a short piece on homelessness that 
appears in “Beyond Words,” a book of 365 readings that I find especially appealing, and 

most appropriate for our time of cold weather. 
 

 
We lie in our beds in the dark.  There is a picture of the children on the bureau.  A patch of moonlight 
catches our clothes thrown over the back of a chair.  We can hear the rumble of the furnace in the cellar.  
We are surrounded by the reassurance of the familiar.  When the weather is bad we have shelter.  
When things are bad in our lives we have a place where we can retreat to lick our wounds while tens of 
thousands of people, many of them children, wander the dark streets in search of some corner to lie 

down out of the wind. 
 

Yet we are homeless even so in the sense of having homes but not being really at home in them.  To be 
really at home is to be really at peace, and there can be no real peace for any of us until there is some 
measure of peace for all of us.  When we close our eyes to the deep needs of other people, whether 
they live in the streets or under our own roof—and when we close our eyes to our own deep need to 

reach out to them—we can never be fully at home anywhere.                                        
                  ~Bill Achor 

Announcements 

On Monday, February 9th, our church will host a homemade supper and family movie for people staying at the Second 
Chances Shelter on Green Street.  Your help is welcome!  Kinds of help needed are cooking, setting tables, serving, dish-
washing, and hosting the movie.  If interested in volunteering for this event between 3:00 and 8:00p.m., please contact Mark 
Woodworth, 443-789-2874.  

 

On February 13, the Youth will be serving an Italian-themed Dinner.  Join us for spaghetti with home-
made sauce, salad, bread & chocolate cake.  A free-will offering will be collected to go toward costs to 
send many of the Senior High Youth to a Church of the Brethren Workcamp this summer.  If you plan to 
attend, please sign up on the sheet in the library or call the church office to make reservations by 
February 11.   

 

During Lent, a Craft Interest Group is planning to meet once a month.  The first one is scheduled for February 22 at 
3:00pm here at the Church.  The plan is for each attendee to bring the supplies needed to make a seasonal wreath.  Plan 
now for a few hours of crafty fun & fellowship!  Supply List:  1-12" green foam ring, 1 green skein of Fun Fur (1.75oz.), Rib-
bon and flowers for decoration.   

 

In March, the Youth will be hosting a "Soup Sale" to support expenses related to attending a Senior High Church of the 
Brethren Workcamp this summer.  Jars of vegetable soup will be for sale.  Details forthcoming. 

 

New for 2015!  Children’s Chimes...We are starting a chimes group for children from St. Paul’s UCC 
and Westminster COB for ages 8 through 13.  Practices will be each Thursday starting at 6:30pm, Bell 
room at St. Paul’s.  No experience needed.  Learn how to read music and have a great time playing the 
chimes! 
 
 

Our Food Pantry provides food to those in need in our community.  Particularly needed are 14.5 ounce cans of 
fruit.  During February and March, help us build a Tower of Hope with these cans in the library. 
 

tel:443-789-2874
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It’s never too early to think about spring and summer.  Shepherd’s Spring has two great events coming up: 
 
May 1-3, 2015 is our Bird Watcher’s Retreat.  Chris Eberly, professional ornithologist and Executive  
Director of the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson, Texas, and Doug Ruby, Biology professor at 
University of Maryland - Eastern Shore will lead us in exploring the vast number of feathered friends 
passing through and living in the Shepherd’s Spring area.  We would love for you to join us!  Please call 

301-223-8193 to register or visit www.shepherdsspring.org before the April 17, 2015 deadline. 
 
It’s time to recruit your foursome now!  Shepherd’s Spring Golf Tournament will be held on  
Monday, June 15, so save the date for all you golfers. For additional information please call 301-223-8193 

or visit www.shepherdsspring.org.  

Shepherd’s Spring 

We’ll begin with a box, 
and the plural is boxes, 

But the plural of ox become oxen, 
not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose,  
but two are called geese, 

Yet the plural of moose  
should never be meese. 

You may find a lone mouse  
or a nest full of mice, 

Yet the plural of house is houses,  
not hice. 
 
If the plural of man is always called men, 
Why shouldn’t the plural of pan  
be called pen? 

If I speak of my foot  
and show you my feet, 

And I give you a boot, 
would a pair be called beet. 

If one is a tooth  
and a whole set are teeth, 
Why shouldn’t the plural of booth  
be called beeth? 
 
Then one may be that,  
and three would be those, 

Yet hat in the plural  
would never be hose, 
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 
We speak of a brother  
and also of brethren, 
But though we say mother,  
we never say methren. 
 
 

Then the masculine pronouns are  
he, his, and him, 
But image the feminine;: 
she, shis, and shim! 
Let’s face it - English is a crazy  language. 
There is no egg in eggplant  
nor ham in hamburger;  
neither apple nor pine in pineapple.  
English muffins weren't invented 
in England. 
We take English for granted,  
but if we explore its paradoxes,  
We find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square, and a guinea pig 

is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 
 
And why is it that writers write 
but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t groce 

and hammers don’t ham? 
Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can make 

amends but not one amend.   
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and 

get rid of all but one of them, 
what do you call it? 
If teachers taught,  
why don’t preachers praught?   
If a vegetarian eats vegetables,  
what does a humanitarian eat? 
Sometimes I think all the folks who grew up 

speaking English 
Should be committed to an asylum for the 

verbally insane. 
 

 
 
 

In what other language  
do people recite at a play  
and play at a recital? 
We ship by truck but never truck by ship. 
We have noses that run  
and feet that smell. 
We park in a driveway  
and drive on a parkway. 
And how can a slim chance 
and a fat chance be the same, 
While a wise man and  
wise guy are opposites? 
 
You have to marvel at the 
unique lunacy of a language  
In which your house can burn up  
as it burns down, 
In which you fill in a form by filling it out, 

and in which an alarm goes  
off by going on. 
 
And in closing, if Father is Pop, 
How come Mother’s not Mop? 
                                             ~Anonymous 

An Ode of English Plural 
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Hold These in Your Prayers 

Church Family 
 

Homebound 
 

Extended Family 
 

Removed for Privacy Reasons 

We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to the families of…. 
 

David and I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to Glenn and Matthew for the book reading they did for the Christmas Eve 

service.    It was wonderful.                               ~Marilyn Ebaugh 

Thank You 

Hands to Work, Hearts to God Spotlight 

Did you know that last summer Cinda Showalter started as a volunteer with the Laurel Literacy Center? 
She meets with an adult twice a week to teach him to read. According to Cinda, "this has been a rewarding 
experience for both of us. He’s so grateful for my help and I’m excited to see him gaining knowledge." 
  

Or did you know that Jim Showalter has been donating whole blood and platelets for years? Recently he's only been donat-
ing platelets since he can do this on a more frequent schedule (every 7 days), as opposed to donating whole blood which 
can only happen every 56 days. To date he has donated a total of 133 units. By the time this is printed, his donations will 
have increased… 
 

“Each month, we spotlight the ways our congregation is being of service in the world (beyond the Westminster Church of the 
Brethren).  Please let Nancy McCrickard know about your volunteer involvement in the wider community.” 
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February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   1st Sunday 
 

 

  9:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
                School 
11:30am Souper 

              Bowl 

2 
 
7:00pm Commu-
nity Spirit Advi-

sory Meeting 

3 
 
1:00pm XYZ 
Planning Meet-

ing 

4 
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

5  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-
tice@ St. Paul’s 

6 
 

7 
11am-1pm 

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
  

6pm  Cold 

Weather Shelter   

8  

 
9 
 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
Second Chances 
Dinner & A Mov-

ie at WCoB 
 
 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 

 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

12  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-
tice @ St. 

Paul’s  

13 
 
6:00pm Youth 

Italian Dinner 

14 Valentines Day 
 

7am F.A.B.B. 
 
 

11am-1pm   
Organ Rehearsal 
 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

15 
 

9:30am Koinonia 

 

 
 
 

16 President’s Day 
 

6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 

 

17 

 

12:30pm XYZ  
           Luncheon 
 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 

 

 

 

18  Ash Wednesday 
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 

19  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-

tice@ St. Paul’s  

20 
 

 
 

21 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

22 
 

 

3:00pm Craft In-

terest Group 
 
7:00pm Lenten 
Service @ Union 

Bridge CoB 
 

 

23 
   

3:00pm Publicity 

Team Meeting 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 

24 
 
8:30am XYZ to 

SERRV 
 

10:00am Ministe-

rium 
 

 

25 
 

5pm  CAN  
6:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
6:45pm SOJ 
7:45pm Sr. Choir 
 
 

26  6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
6:30pm  Kid’s 
Bell Practice @ 

St. Paul’s UCC   

7pm Bell Prac-

tice@ St. Paul’s  

27 
 

” 
 
 

 
 

28  
 

 

11am-1pm  

Organ Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 

               Fishes 
 

 

       

Worship Schedule 
    8:25am Contemporary Worship 

    9:30am Sunday School 

  10:45am Traditional Worship 
 

 Remains constant except on the first Sunday of  

each month or unless otherwise noted. 



WESTMINSTER 

CHURCH OF THE  

BRETHREN 
 

1 Park Place  

Westminster, Maryland 

21157 

 

 

Phone: 410-848-8090 

Fax: 410-848-0735 

E-mail: 

office@westminsterbrethr

en.org 

Visit us on the web.  

www.westminsterbrethren.org 

 
 

February 15 
Theme:  Bearing the Cross 
Scripture:  Matthew 16-24 - 17:8 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader:   Chris & Marsha Larrick 

 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader:  Sharon Franzén 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 
 
 

February 22 

Theme: Forgiveness 
Scripture: Matthew 18:15-35 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard  
Worship Leader:  Marilyn Ebaugh 
        10:45am Service 
Preacher:  Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Bruce Darsch 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Special Music: Belle Grove Legato 
 
 

February 1 
First Sunday 

9:30am   
Theme: Treasure in Heaven 
Scripture: Matthew 6:7-21 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Liz Haff 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir & Streams of Joy 
          

 
 
 

February 8 
Theme: Feeding 5,000 
Scripture: Matthew 14:13-33 
 

8:25am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Gary Honeman 
 

10:45am Service 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader:  Barbara Groff 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 

 

February Worship 

We are a biblically grounded community committed to 

continuing the work of Jesus. 
Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.  

 By: 
~creatively worshipping God 

 with a unified Spirit; 
 

~expansively studying what it means  

to be Christian; 
 

~willingly reaching out to others in  

service, locally and globally; 
 

~intentionally supporting each other; and 
 

~honoring Christ’s call to be 

 peacemakers 


